
1

GLOSSARY OF TERMS, STITCHES, AND TECHNIQUES

chain stitch (ch): To make, draw yarn through the active loop on the hook.  

double crochet stitch (dc): To make, yarn over, insert hook into indicated stitch, draw up a loop, (there 
will be three loops on the hook) yarn over and draw through two loops, yarn over and draw through two 
loops again.

double treble crochet stitch (dtr): To make, yarn over three times, insert hook in indicated stitch, draw 
up a loop (there will be 5 loops on the hook), yarn over and draw through 2 loops four times.

fasten off : Cut the yarn 3 to 4 inches from the last stitch and draw the end through the active loop. Pull 
tightly to secure.  

half-double crochet stitch (hdc): To make, yarn over, insert hook into indicated stitch, draw up a loop, 
(there should be three loops on the hook) yarn over and draw through all three loops.

half-double crochet two together (hdc2tog): To make, yarn over, insert hook in indicated stitch and 
draw up a loop, yarn over, insert hook in the following stitch and draw up a loop, yarn over and draw 
through all fi ve loops. 

single crochet stitch (sc): To make, insert your hook into the indicated stitch, draw up a loop, yarn over 
and draw through both loops.  

single crochet three together (sc3tog): To make, insert your hook into the next stitch and draw up a 
loop, insert your hook into the following stitch and draw up a loop, insert your hook into the next stitch 
again and draw up a loop, yarn over and draw through all four loops on the hook.

skip (sk): helps to identify where the next stitch goes by accounting for any stitches in the row below 
that will not be worked in

slip stitch (sl st): To make, insert your hook into the indicated stitch, draw up a loop, draw the top loop 
on the hook through the bottom loop.

stitch (st): a generic stitch, usually designates the location in the previous row in which a particular 
stitch, such as a single crochet, will be made

treble crochet stitch (tr): To make, yarn over twice, insert the hook into the designated stitch, draw up a 
loop, yarn over and draw through two loops three times.

Merry-go-round Horse Crochet Pattern

MATERIALS
• Worsted-weight acrylic yarn in two colors 

(body and mane/tail) 
• Sock weight acrylic yarn for surface designs
• 4.00 mm (G) crochet hook 

• 3.25mm (D) crochet hook
• Tapestry needle (optional) 
• Scissors 



2

PATTERN

Pattern Notes

The Rounds as defined in this pattern do not go completely around the piece.

Pattern

Body base: 
• Round 1: Ch 6. Sc in 2nd ch from hook, sc in each of next 3 ch, 3 sc in next sc. Working on other  

side of chain, sc in each of next 3 ch, sc in last ch where 1st sc of round was placed. 
• Round 2: Ch 4, 2  tr in side of last sc, tr in foundation ch in which the 1st and last sc were worked in 

round 1, (dc, hdc, sc) in 1st sc from Row 1, sc in each of next  3 st, (hdc, 2dc) in next st, 3 tr in next st, 
(dc, hdc) in next st, sc in each of next 4 st. 

• Round 3: Sc in next 2 ch, hdc in next ch, (dc, 2tr) in next ch, 2 tr in next tr. 

 
Hind leg # 1: 12 ch, turn, sk ch, sc in each of next 2 ch, 2 sc in next ch, sc in each of next 4 ch, sk ch, sc in 
next ch, hdc in next ch, 2dc in the last ch, sl st to next st on body base.
 
Belly: sl st in next st, sc in each of next 3 st, 2 sc in next st. Sc in each of next 4 st.
 
Front leg #1/front torso: ch 12, turn, sk ch, sc in each of next 5 ch, 3 sc in next ch, sc in each of next four 
st, hdc in the last ch, sl st in next st on horse’s torso, 2 sc in each of the next 2 st. 

Neck/head: ch 10, Sk 3 ch, dc in each of next 2 ch, 2dc in next ch, 2 tr in next ch, ch 3, sl st in 3rd ch from 
hook (to make the ear), (sl st, ch, hdc) in side of top of last tr, dc in each of two loops down the side of 
same tr post, tr in next ch, 2 tr in next ch, 2 dtr in last ch, sk 3 st on horse body, sl st to next st on back. 
Fasten off. 

Hind leg #2: Ch 11. Sc in 2nd ch from hook, 2 sc in next st, sc in each of next 3 ch, sc3tog over next 3 ch, 
sc in next ch, (dc, hdc) in last ch. Fasten off leaving long tail. 

Front leg #2: Ch 12. Sc in 2nd ch from hook and in each of next 3 ch, 3 sc in next ch, sc in each of next 3 
ch, hdc2tog over next 2 ch, hdc in last ch. Fasten off leaving long tail.

Tail: With new color yarn, measure out three strands of yarn to desired length of tail, double it and add 
an extra inch and cut. Tie onto back side of rump like one would add a fringe, concealing the attachment 
from the front side: fold yarn in half, draw folded yarn through stitch on the rump from back to front, 
pulling the ends through the loop of the yarn strands and tighten.

Mane: Turn the horse over to back side. Using the same yarn color as the tail, draw up a loop in last st 
of neck, (ch 1, dc in next st, ch 1, sl st in next st) x 3, ch 1, hdc in next st, ch 1, sl st in next st, sc in each of 
next 2 st behind ear, sl st in next st past ear (so you can see a little bit of the mane in front of the ear).  
Fasten off.

Decorative Designs (Embroidery/Surface crochet): You may want to embroider facial features on the 
horse and surface crochet or embroider other features like the saddle, harness, bits or any other tack. 
Draw up a loop and slip stitch in whichever direction you would like your line to go. Continue doing this 
until you’re satisfied with your horse.  


