
The American West is full of many animals that mean different things to diverse groups of people. 
Animals can be pets. They can also provide clothes, food, homes, tools, and transportation. Learn 
about some of the animals that have been important to the people of the American West for a long 
time in this activity.  

PART 1 – Look at the images from the Autry Museum of the American West. Then read the 
information about these animals underneath each image.

Bears: Bear fur has been used to make different 
items for thousands of years.  Native 
communities across North America have also 
used the claws of bears to make necklaces.  

Horses: Horses have helped people work with 
animals like cows for hundreds of years. Horses 
can carry and pull things. Horses can also be pets.      

Bison: Plains communities have been using the 
bison to make clothes, food, homes, and tools 
for thousands of years.    

Texas Longhorns: The skin of Texas longhorns 
has been used to make items for hundreds of 
years. Its horns can be used to make tools. 
People also eat its meat.    

Glossary
Diverse: including many different types of people or things

Provide: to make something available for use; to give something wanted or needed to someone

Transportation: the movement of people and things from place to place
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PART 2 – After learning about some of the different animals in the American West, read about 
some of the needs that people have on the left-hand side. Then read the solutions that animals 
can provide to fill these needs on the right-hand side. Match the solution to the correct need by 
drawing a line between them.  

Bison meat 
provides food

A place to live

Bison horns 
provide tools

Something 
warm to wear

Bison skin 
provides homes

A spoon to 
eat with

Horses provide 
transportation

A meal to eat

Bison fur 
provides clothes

People and items 
to be moved

Glossary
Needs: something very important that people must have

Needs Solutions
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PART 3 – What is your favorite animal? Pick your favorite animal. Then draw or paint a picture of it 
on a piece of paper or in the space below.  

PART 4 – Why is this animal your favorite animal? Does it provide you with friendship, fun, love, 
warmth, or something else? Write why this animal is your favorite animal on a piece of paper or in 
the space below.

My favorite animal is a/an

It is my favorite animal because it provides me with 

My Favorite Animal Picture
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